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The Apple Argument 

By Jane Yolen, Anita Barghigiani (Illustrated by)

In this environmental take on the Garden of Eden story, 
the human caretakers listen to the enticing fruits 
beckoning them and succumb to the advice of the 
snake.

In the Garden of Eden, as soon as God buried Vegetables 
in the ground, and put Fruits on trees and vines, the 
Fruits began to argue among themselves. "I am 
hardiest,” said Apple. "I am sweetest," said Grape. 
"Enough!" said God, sending two caretakers to the 
Garden. "Eat me!" the Fruits called to the caretakers. 
"Listen to the Fruits," the snake hissed. Wanting things 
to be easy was the first real problem in the Garden. It 
was much easier for the caretakers to pick the Fruits 
than to dig up the Vegetables, so the caretakers listened 
to the snake. One of the lessons of this story: Growing 
food begins with hard work.

Perfect for ages 3 - 7.

Jane Yolen has written more than 400 books across all 
genres and age ranges, including the Sydney Taylor Honor 
book Miriam at the River. In 2022 she was named the The 
Sydney Taylor Body-of-Work Winner. She has been called 
the Aesop of the twentieth century.

Anita Barghigiani is a graduate of the Academy of Fine 
Arts of Florence. When she attended the Bologna 
Children's Book Fair for the first time, she fell in love with 
children's books and decided to study Illustration and 
Entertainment Design. 

The Library binding is the best available binding and has 
been specially reinforced to last longer. It has thicker, 
almost indestructible boards which also cover the spine 
instead of reinforced cloth.
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